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PREFACE. 


T  H  E  Editor  begs  leave  to  inr 
form  bis  Readers,  that  the  two  fol¬ 
lowing  Letters  were  not  originally- 
intended  for  the  prefs;  but  a  fele6t 
party  of  friends  being  of  opinion 
that  they  might  not  prove  entirely 
ufelefsy  or  unentertaining,  obtained 
leave  of  the  writers  to  give  them 
to  the  public,  with  the  addition  of 
a  few  explanatory  notes. 
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Dear  Doctor; 

Yo  U  R  very  anxious  and 
particular  enquiry  concerning  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  fl'Cw  fcience,  which  bears 
the  name  of  Animal  Magnetifm,  does  not 
Very  much  furprizc  me,  as  it  feems  to 

Ipread  a  general  alarm  through  every 

B  branch 


(  ^  ). 

branch  of  the  medical  profeffion,  by 
hanging  out  a  fpeedy,  certain,  and  effec¬ 
tual  cure  for  every  diforder  to  which  our 
poor  imperfea:  frame  is  expofed,  either 
by  inheritance,  intemperance,  or  decay. 
Having  had  the  curiolity  to  attend  feveral 
public  exhibitions  of  the  moft  celebrated 
profeffor  in  this  line,  and  having  fpared 
no  pains  to  make  the  mofl  minute  en¬ 
quiries  into  the  grounds  of  his  dodrlne, 
I  have  been  able  to  colled,  that  the 
Jyftem  of  this  admirable  and  truly  ufeful 
virtuofo,  as  well  as  that  of  his  enlightened 
brother  adepts,  Is  nearly  as  follows : 

That  the  undefcrlbable  power,  to 
which  they  have  by  common  confeat 
agreed  to  give  the  name  oi  Animal  Mag^ 
7ietyhi^  is  inherent  in  every  living  or¬ 
ganized  being;  but  that  the  art  of  re¬ 
ciprocally  applying  it,  to  and  from  each 

other. 


(  3  ) 

Other,  for  the  dlfcovery  and  cure  of  the 
many  diftempers  to  which  human  nature 
is  fo  liable,  is  known  only  to  a  chofeii 
few ;  being  the  refult  of  Intenfe  ftudy, 
and  not  to  be  acquired  without  long  and 
affiduous  praftlce.  That  this  knowledge 
is  capable  of  being  taught,  and  communi¬ 
cated  like  other  branches  of  fclence  ;  but 
that  fome  fortunate  individuals  will,  not- 
wlthftanding,  pofl'efs  this  defirable  power 
in  a  fuperior  degree  to  others  ;  in  the 
fame  manner,  as  we  every  day  fee  wide 
differences  in  the  abilities,  ftrength, 
health,  &c.  of  different  perfons  of  our 
acquaintance.  That  fome  conftltutions 
are  much  more  fenfible  to  the  operations 
of  this  power  than  others,  owing  proba¬ 
bly  to  a  greater  irritability  in  the  nervous 
fyftem,  That  perfons  of  firm  mufcular 
texture,  and  rude  health,  are  hardly  af- 
by  the  emanations  of  the  magnetig 
P  2  effluvia 


i 


I 


effluvia  at  all ;  Nature  having  wifely  or¬ 
dained,  that  fuch  as  Hand  moft  in  need 

i  '  ■  * 

of  the  affiftance  of  thefe  falutiferous  ex- 

4  '  * 

,  I  »  •  ' 

halations,  Aould  be  moft  fufceptible  of 
their  energetic  impulfes.  That  the  efFefl: 
of  the  magnetical  effluxions  on  fome  ha¬ 
bits  is  fo  ftrong,  as  to  throw  thofe  who 

!  j  *  •  '  \  ' 

polTefs  them  into  a  kind  of  temporary 
trance,  or  extatic  idiocy,  during  which 
period  they  have  every  appearance  of 
fomno-ambulants  : — This  fituation  the 

iff. 

learned  revivors  *  of  this  art  have  chofen 

■  ‘  ( 

to  dignify  with  the  appellation  of  the 
crlfis. — That  during  this  crifis  the  patient 
is  abfolutely,  foul  and  body,  under  the 
dominion  of  the  perfon  who  has  thrown 

■.  t  1 

her'\  into  this  condition  ;  and  is  obliged, 

involuntarily, 


*  The  Letter-writer’s  reafons  for  ufing  the  worcj 
revivors  will  appear  in  the  fequel,  '  .  ' 

f  He  deems  himfelf  authorized  to  make  ufe  of  the 
ifcminine  gender  through  this  part  of  hie  letter,  as  he^ 

'  ‘  ■  '  '  '  "  ‘  ^  ‘  never 
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involuntarily,  to  anfvver  every  queftloii 
propofed  by  the  magnetizu  ;  and  to  fub- 
mit  to  his,  or  her,  commands  impli¬ 
citly. — That  as  long  as  this  ftate  of  torpid 
Infeniibility  continues,  or,  in  the  terms 
of  art,  during  the  crlfis^  the  patient  is 
totally  Infenfible  to  v/hat  (he  does  herfeif, 
as  well  as  to  what  is  paffing  around  her ; 
but  at  the  fame  time,  fhe  becornes  pof- 
feffed  of  the  very  peculiar  and  wonderful 
faculty  of  finding  out  the  confl;itutional> 
or  accidental,  complaints  of  any  perlbns 

A  ’  t  *'■ 

who  will  fubrnit  to  be  felt  and  examined 
by  her ;  her  power,  indeed,  while  fhe  re- 
mains  In  this  admirable  paroxifm,  which 

j  ,  •  , 

inay  be  called  either  a  ftate  of  exalta- 

s  '  ' 

tion,  or  debafement,  is  extended  ftill 

•  7 

never  faw  more  than  one  male  patient  under  the  hands 
of  the  operator  j  or  ever  heard  that  any  man  had  been 
found  with  nerves  tender  enough  to  reach  the  Tublime 
|ieighth  of  magnetHm  called  the  crlfiu 


'  higher; 


C  «  ) 

higher;  as  fhc  is  then  Ilkewlfe  gifted 
with  the  additional  and  Inconcelveable 
ability  of  perceiving  diftinflly,  by  the 
fimple  a£t  of  vijion  alone,  what  pafles  In 
the  minuteft  veffels  of  the  perfbn  under 
her  examination  :  fhe  continues  In  this 
enviable  condition  for  fome  hours,  long 
enough  to  fcrutinize  with  mlcrofcopic  ac^ 
curacy  the  internals  of  a  variety  of  under- 
patients,  unlefs  the  charm  is  taken  off, 
if  I  may  fo  exprefs  myfelf,  by  the  fame 
perfon  who  firft  brought  her  to  the  crljis, 
or  by  fome  other  operator  equally  Ikllled 
in  this  magnetic  myftery. — What  yet 
adds  to  this  almoll:  miraculous  privilege, 
is,  that  the  patient,  when  fhe  returns 
again  to  the  enjoyment  of  her  own  pro¬ 
per  faculties,  is  totally  infenfible  to  every 
particular  which  has  paffed  during  her 
temporary  abftraftlon.  Such  a  predlf* 
pofing  idiofyncracy  of  nerves  is  not,  ip^ 

deed. 
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deed,  commonly  met  with,  as  enables  a 
patient  to  arrive  at  a  compleat  crijls  \  thofe 
perfons  therefore  who  are  found  pcrfe<3:!y 
fufceptible  of  fo  rare  a  fenhbility,  are 
confidered  as  the  diftinguiflied  favourites 
of  Nature,  and  are  of  courle  exceedingly 
prized ;  as  by  me^ns  of  the  difcoveries 
made  by  theft  involuntary  agents  it  is, 
that  the  Doitor  arrives  at  the  knowledge 
of  the  moft  complicated  and  hidden  dif- 
orders. — The  common  fymptoms  of  other 
patients,  who  are  incapable  of  arriving  at 
this  defired  acme,  are  involuntary  fom- 
nolency,  hyfteric  and  fpafmodic  affedions, 
fuch  as  fweating,  laughing,  crying,  figh- 
ing,  coughing,  fneezing,  fainting,  &c. 
&c.  and  a  few  are  occafionally  thrown 
into  the  moft  violent  convulfions.  Theft, 
it  fecms,  are  all  of  them  different  me¬ 
thods  adopted  by  Nature,  for  throwing  off 
the  various  burthens  with  which  (he  Is 


overloaded. 
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overloaded.— A  further  principle' of  this 

/  f 

very  ufeful  fciciice  Is^  that  the  particles 
of  magiietlfm  rebound  again,  if  I  may  be 
•permitted  to  ufe  the  term,  from  the 
patients  to  the  operators,  rhixed  withj 
and  accompanied  by^  the  noxious  mlafma 
of  the  dlfeafe  itfelf,  to  the  no  fmall  an¬ 
noyance  of  the  magnetizers ;  who  con- 
fequently  find  thcmfelves  fometimes  in- 

4 

volved  in  very  dlfagreeable  and  painful 
circumftances  : — but  thefe  lymptoms; 
though  rather  alarming,  fubfide  by  de¬ 
grees,  according  to  the  strength,  or  weak- 
nefs  of  the  rebounding  impulfes.  This 
effect  Is  termed  by  the  adepts  magnetkal 
re-aBion^  and  Is  more  particularly  felt  by 
thofe,  who  during  the  continuance  of  the 
crlfis  on  themfelves^  are  employing  their 
newly  acquired  powers,  in  difeovering  the 
infirmities  of  the  patients  under  their  ex¬ 
amination,  as  appears  by  the  evident 

marks 
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marks  of  paui  and  dlftrefs,  which  they 
cxprefs  during  their  eharltable  inveftiga- 
tion. 

This  admirable  operation  Is  performed, 
by  fcating  the  patient  in  a  chair,  and 
throwing  the  animo-ma’gnetic  effluvia 
from  the  ends  of  the  operator’s  fingers 
into  the  different  parts  of  the  patient’s 
body,  by  gentle  jerks, <  or  fprlnklings,  at 
any  diflance  In  the  room*^  both  dodtor 
and  patient  prefervrng  a  rigorous  filence, 
and  the  former  rivetting  his  eyes  flrongly 
on  the  latter.  Though  a  conftant  adtion 
of  the  fingers  Is  kept  up  by  the  operator, 


*  In  hi?  iiitrodu£tory  difcourfe,  the  learned  profeflbr 
alTures  his  auditory,  that  diftance  has  little  or  nothing  to 
do  with  the  effe£ls  of  animal  magnctifm,  for  that  he 
could  juft  as  eafily  afFedt  a  patient  from  one  fide  of 
Bloomfbury-fquare  to  the  other,  as  he  could  in  his  Ex¬ 
hibition-room  ;  an  aflertion  which  not  one  of  the  com* 
pany  feemed  to  doubt  the  truth  of. 

c 


as 


(  lo  ) 

as  if  he  was  fprlnkliiTg  hrs  patleht  with 
holy  water,  the  ftreams  o^f  the  healing 

I 

fluid  pafs  unfeen,  unheard,  and,  byfhe 
confeffion  of  the  patients  themfelves,  to¬ 
tally  uiifelt.  Three  or  four  fubjefts  are 
generally  under  this  eourfe  at  the  fame 
time  ;  one  under  the  fuprenae  direftor  of 
the  ceremony  himfelf,-  and  others  com¬ 
mitted  to  'the  care  of  fome  of  hfs  Initiat¬ 
ed  affiftants,  either  miale  or  female.  In 

t  I 

about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  effedts  of 
the  magnetic  Impreflion  begin  to  appear^ 
by  a  viflble  anxiety  and  uneafinefs  In  the 
countenances  of  the  different  patients, 
accompanied  with  a  dejeflion  of  look, 
and  a  difficulty  of  breathing ;  the  per¬ 
formers  then  ply  them'  with  quicker  and 
ifronger  motions  of  their  hands  and 
fingers,  which,  by  degrees,  oecafions  them 
to  exhibit  the  various  appearances  I  have 
already  defcrlbed. — Among  other  patients, 

■  which 
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which  at  different  exhibitions  I  had  the 
pleafure  to  fee  lubjefted  to  this  very 
lingular  operation,  there  was  a  robuft 
middle  aged  man,  who,  in  hopes  of  3 
cure  for  a  gouty  habit,  as  he  informed 
the  company,  fubinitted  publicly  to  be 
worked  into  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  vio¬ 
lent  couvulfions,  to  the  no  fnaall  terror 
of  the  fetnale  part  pf  a  very  polite  and 
refpeftable  aflembly,  tvhich  curiofity  had 
cotrlbutcd  to  bring  together:  This  very 
complaifant  patient  fw^ated,  groaned, 
writhed,  kicked,  plunged,  and  rolled 
about  the  floor,  during  the  procefs,  with 
great  Jeeming  agony  ;  though,  on  an  appll-: 
cation  to  his  pulfe,  I  could  hot  perceive 
any  the  leaf!:  alteration  in  that  eftablifhed 
index  of  anipaal  fenfation-— exprefling 
jny  furprize,  however,  at  fuch  a  difap- 
pointment,  I  was  given  to  underftand, 
that  among  other  ftriking  charaderiftics 

C  2  of 


(  ^2  ) 


of  Its  fingularlty,  this  operation  poffeffed 
that  of  not  at  all  affedting  the  arterial  cir¬ 
culation  of  thofe  even  under  its  ftrongett 
impulfes ;  and  that  of  courfe  thefe 
netic  convuJfions  were  very  different  from 
thofe  to  which  the  body  Is  fubjeft  in  the 
ordinary  courfe  of  Nature ;  to  which 
opinion  I  was  the  more  readily  induced 
to  fubfcribe,  after  making  the  fame  up- 
fuccefsful  experiment  on  a  lady  in  the 
very  fublimeft  helghth  of  the  celebrated 
erlfiSy  who,  though  to  all  appearance  half 

I 

afleep,  quite  lifelefs,  and  utterly  Infen- 
fible,  poffelTed  a  very  lirni  and  regular 
pulfation.  On  this  occafion,  though  I  felf 
inyfelf  pcrfeftly  free  frorn  any  indlfpofi- 
tlon,  I  could  not  relift  the  very  favourable 
opportunity  which  offered  itfelf,  of  being 
informed,  with  fuch'  unerring  certainty, 
whether  every  thing  was  really  and  hona 
jide  as  found  zvithln  me  as  I  flattered  myfelf : 

•  »  I  >1  ♦  *  J  •  «  4  ,  .  ? 


I  therefore 


i 
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i  therefore  chearfiilly  fnbmltted  to  the 
xincontrouled  examination  of  this  fingu- 
larly  gifted  damfel ;  who  was  accordingly 
conduced  to  me  by  pne  of  the  Doftor’s 
female  affiftants,  and  fupported  herfelf 
by  leaning  on  me  with  one  hand,  while 
fhe  employed  the  other  in  feeling,  and 
wandering  lightly,  with  no  unpleafant 
fricllon,  over  the  region  of  the  thorax  ; 
pccafionally  ftraying  down  the  fiernum, 
towards  the  enfiform -cartilage,  and  fhort 
ribs ;  and  at  times  infenfibly  creeping 
along  the  abdomen,  in  a  direction  to  the 
ps-pubis  ;  which,  as  my  fenfations  of 
every  kind  are  naturally  rather  acute,  pro¬ 
duced  nearly  the  complicate,  and  femi- 
painful  effefl  of  tickling  ;  not  willinglv, 
however,  to  interrupt  her  interefling  re- 
learches,  I  bore  her  tantalizing  touches 
with  determined  refignation.  After  about 
ten  minutes  inveftigation,  the  experienced 

fubllitutc 


(  u  ) 

fubftitute  under  whofe  immediate  in«^ 
fiuefice  my  fearcher  was  at  the  time, 
alked  her  what  fhe  obferved  in  my  infide  ; 
fhe  replied  in  a  languid  broken  tone,  that 
flie  plainly  perceived  fomething  red,  with 
a  black  fpot  upon  it ;  the  adept  imme¬ 
diately  told  me,  with  the  utmoft  gravity 
cf  authority,  that  my  fpleen  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  affefted :  On  a  further  enquiry, 
fhe  faid,  fhe  difcerned  fornething  like 
fmoke  rlfing  out  pf  my  left  fide;  this 
phpendmenon  her  interpreter  did  not  feem 
fo  well  able  to  account  for ;  I  could  not, 
however,  help  giving  home  degree  of 
credit  to  the  fair  oracle,  as  I  actually  be¬ 
gan  to  feel,  that  my  Jpieen  w^is  indeed 
very  Inclinable  to  rife,  I  then  acqyainted 
the  manager,  that  haying  accidentally  la 
my  youth  had  the  misfortune  to  fracture 
3  rib  or  two,  which  at  times  gave  mp 
rnuch  paip,  I  fbpuld  CQnfider  myfelf 
.  highly 


(  *5  ) 

highly  obliged  to  him,  if  he  would  dire6l 
his  fubmiffive  agent  to  exert  her  fuper- 
natural  perceptions,  and  inform  him 
whether  thofe  unfortunate  bones  were 
perfeftly  cemented.  The  Doftor,  with 
the  liberality  of  a  man  of  true  fcience^ 
faid,  he  fhould  be  very  ready  to  comply 
with  my  requeft^  as  it  was  perfe6lly  with- 
In  the  fphere  of  his  pupil’s  power  to  fatisfy 
any  fuch  reafonable  doubts ;  but  that  at 
prefentj  he  obferved  his  proteg6v/as  grow¬ 
ing  uncommonly  faint  and  weak,  and  that 
humanity  called  upon  him  to  reftore  her 
to  her  fenfes  ;  which  he  accordingly  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  do,  with  a  few  vigorous  and 
efficacious  applications  from  the  fingers 
of  both  hands ;  on  receiving  the  influence 
of  which,  fhe  appeared  to  revive  gradually^ 
as  from  a  dream,  and  thus  the  exhibition 
concluded.  On  my  departure  from  this 
very  extraordinary  Icene,  I  could  not 


\ 

* 
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avoid  remarking^  that  all  who  had  bccii 
the  fubjecl  of  anlmo-maguetlcal  experi¬ 
ments,  except  myfelf^  remained  in  the 
learned  Doftor’s  apartments,  which  led 
me  to  conclude^  that  they  were  either 
what  is  called  patients,  or  elfe,  that 

with  the  polltenefs  and  liberality  which 
fa  apparently  dlftlngulflies  his  condudt, 
this  worthy  profeflbr  had  prevloufly  in¬ 
vited  them  to  partake  of  a  refrelhing 
meal,  after  the  fatigues  of  the  morning. 

I  have  already  hinted,  that  this  pra- 
miiing  Icience  is  by  no  means  a  new  dlf- 
covery,  nor  indeed  pretended  to  be  fo  by 
the  modern  revivors  of  it.  A  reader  of 
curious  refearch  will  find  evident  traces  of 
it  in  the  Rabbinical  writings  of  the  mofl: 
ancient  Jews,  as  well  as  in  the  books  of 
the  eaftern  Gymnofophifts.  Something 
anologous.  to  it  may  alfo  be  met'withv 

dlfperfed 


^Ifperied  among  the  remaining  fragmeWB 
of  Egyptian  learning;  and  in  the  works,  of 
the  moft  refined  of  the  Grecian  philofo- 
phers.  Slit  adoarine  of  this  tendency 
is  much  more  perceptibly  Icattefed  up  and 
down  the  abftrufe  and  myfteribus  produc¬ 


tions  of  many  of  the  Roficfucio-hefmetic 
iUuminati,  abOut  two  hr  three  centuries 
back  i  particularly  in  the  occult  philofophy 
of  the  celebrated  Cornelius  Agrippa-~\cL 
RaymuHdius  Lttlm  de  airlutue  magnehs—ln 
the  rheotogid  Mpicd  of  Conradus  Mfurdus 
—In  Albertm  Magnus  De  Natura  Renm 
—In  the  OpufcUla  Curiofd  of  Bartholdus 
Bumhopokius  —TMb  MundUs  Magneticus  of 
Cajimir  Okoljkoy  likewife  abounds  in  refe¬ 
rences'  to  the  exiflence  of  fiieh  a  fubtle^ 


and  potent  agent,-  iri  the  component  parts 
of  animal  bodies.  Neither  were  the 
learned  Arabian  chymifts’  and  metaphyfi* 
crafts  totally  without  ideas  of  th.e  preva- 

D  letice 
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■  lence  6f  this- wonderful  .quality  In  -  man, 
-as  may  be  eafily; feen,*.by  confulting  the 
-■Ketaz-aziz  of  that  eminent  Doftor,  Abdul- 
L'fat~azer,  and  others  of.,  their  principal 
-authors.  -The  fublimeeand  exalted. doc- 
tiincj  of  quietilm,  which  were  propagated 
with  fuch  wonderful  fuccefs  by  the  Jefuit 
-Molmos,  about  a  hundred  and: fifty  years 
V  ago,  fecm  alfo  to  have 'no  fmall  connee- 
tion  with  the  lately  revived  opinions  con- 
•cerning  animal-  magnetifm^;- '  the  extatic 
-  tranfports.-and  mental  annihilations,  to 
which  the  choleh  devotees  .of  that  fea 
were  fubjea,-- during  the  continuance- of 
which  the  foul  was  totally  ignorant,  and 
-confequently  imiocent,  of  what  was  going  on 
in  the  poor  dcferted  body,  muft  be  allows 
ed  to  bear  a  ftriking  fimllitude  to  the  pre- 
fent  falhionable  crjjis.  To  an  agency  of 
this  animo-magnetic  kind  muft  likewife 
be  attributed  the  fuccefsful  operations  of 
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that  renowned  Jefuit,  Father  Girard^  up6ji 
his  lovely  penitents,  Mefdaines  Cadiere\, 
Batterelle,  Ld  Guiol,  La  Laugier,  La 
.  boul,  &c.  &c.  with  this  trifling  difference 
only,  that  the  pious  director  of  the  tender 
confciences  of  thofe  fufceptible  young 
ladies  pofleffed  the  more  refined  art  of 
communicatlngi  the  magnetic  impulfes,™ 
and  producing  the  defired  crifis  amongf 
his  fair  patients,  by  only  breathing  on- 
them. — For  my  own  part,  I  have  even 
had  my  doubts,  whether  a  vein  of  this 
magnetic  power  is  not  difcoverable  in  the 

highly  elaborated  pafl^es  of  fbme  of  the 

\ 

moft  fentimental  modern  novels',  efpe- 
dally  thofe  imported  from  our  refined 
neighbours  the  French,  towards  the  im-' 
provement  of  the  rifing  generation.  The 
bewitching  communications,  undefcribable  fen,- 
fations,  involuntary  palpitations,,  inefable  per-, 

'  ceptions,  fympathetic  ,attraSlions,  lambent 

D  3  fufons. 
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fuJiGm^  melting  ihrillings^  iniuiiive  vtbra^ 
iions^  fatal fafcinationsj  and  extatic  delirium^ ^ 
with  which  thcfe  moral  and  entertaining 
produ^lions  are  filled,  may  perhaps  be  as 
eafily  accounted  for,  by  the  energetic 
a6tion  and  re-aftion  of  the  animo-magnetic 
particles,  abounding  in  the  corporeal 
atoms  of  two  young  perfons  of  different 
fexes,  as  upon  the  old-fafhjoned  prin¬ 
ciples  of  mutual  love  and  inclination. 

\  •  .*♦  '  4  .  *  •  ^  %  -  i  .  t  . 

Prefurniug  that  your  curioifty  is  fully 

V  < 

fatisfied,  as  to  the  undoubted  efficacy  of 
this  method  for  the  difeoyery  and  cure  of 
every  diforder,  I  ffiall  next  proceed  to  in¬ 
form  you  of  the  means,  by  which  our 

•  '  •  ■  t  I  I  '  V  1 

Engllffi  profeffor  of  this  ufeful  art  pro- 
pofes  to  render  it  of  the-  moft  important 

*  '  *  4  i  A  '  I 

and  extenfive  benefit  to'  mankind.  In 
his  introdudory  ledure,  which  may  be 
called  a  Vmd  of  prologue  to  thofe  eleemo- 

fynary 
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;(ynary  f  exhibitions,  he  pathetically  la¬ 
ments  the  backwardnefs  of  the  faculty, 
in  applying  to  hlro  for  inftruflion  and 
initiation;  and  very  generoully  pledges 
himfelf  to  difcover  his  fecret,  without 

•  .  ‘  I  V  . 

fee  or  reward,  to  any  fix  regular  bred 

Si  \  * 

phylicians,  upon '  their  giving  him  their 
honour  only,  that  they  will  afterwards 
pradlife  upon  nine  poor  fuhjedls  gratis 
every  morning.  I^w,  as  the  whole  pro- 
cefs  feldom  exceeds  an  hour  for  each 
patient,  It  is  certainly  not  a  little  extra¬ 
ordinary,  and  much  to  be  lamented,  that 
♦ 

The  word  elcemof^nary  may  perhaps  be  ^eemed  by 
the  reader  to  be  improperly  ufed  in  this  place,  when  he 
is  told,‘  that  the  very  candid  profefTot  informs  his  au¬ 
dience,  that  fomething  will  be  expedled  by  the  fervant 
who  introduces  them,  towards  cleaning  and  preparing 
the  exhibition  room,  &c.  Now,  two  hundred,  or  two 
hundred  and  fifty  half-crowns,  or  even  fhillings,  every 
'week,  18  no  trifling  douceur  to  fomebody.  The  famous 
Celefiial  Dodlor  alfo  gives  his  leclures  gratis,  on  his 
Servants  receiving  n  ihilhng  for  candles. 

UQt 

*  i 
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not  a  Angle  individual  of  the  worthy  tribe' 
of  our  medical  philanthropifts  have  yet 
applied  for  admiflion,  as  they  could  ar¬ 
rive  at  the  poffeffion  of  this  ineftimable 
arcanum,  for  the  paltry  confideration  of 

I 

devoting  fo  fmall  a  portion  of  their  time 
as  nine  hours  a  day  to  the  relief  of  the 
poor  and  afflifted.  Another  branch  of -his 
nioft  benevolent  plan  is,  to  form  two 
Hygiffian  focieties,  one  of  twenty  ladies, 
and  another 'of  twenty  gentlemen,  who 
are  feparately  to  be  fully  inftrudled  in  the 
theory  and  praftice  of  this  admirable  myf- 
tery,  by  which,  to  ufe  the  worthy  .Dodlor’s 
own  words,  They  will  be  enabled  to 
“  prevent,  relieve,  and  cure,  almoft  every 
difeafe  to  which  the  human  body  is 
“  fubjedl,  without  the  afiiftance  of  any 
preparations  or  machinery  whatfoever  ; 


“  the  great  i\Iakcr  of  all  having  wonder- 
“  fully  given  ris  the  means  of  alleviating 


our 
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«  our  own  and  our  fellow-creatures  fuf- 

ferings:”  and  of  doing  what  is  ftill  more 
truly  aftonilhing,  “.  of  perhaps  enabliiw- 
life  to  continue  until  fome  material  part 

of  the  machine  wears  out*." _ After 

each  of  thefe  claffes  are  fully  and  perfectly 
accomplilhed,  it  is  further  intended,  tliat 
they  lhalJ  reciprocally,  and  rvithout  the 
fmalleft  referve,  commmfwate  their  difcp- 
veries  and  improvements  to  each  other.— 
This  benevolent  communication  is  mt 
indeed,  it  feems,  to  be  coirfined  to  Eng¬ 
land,  but  the  public  fpirited  DoTor,  pm- 
nnfes  to  incorporate  thefe  chofen  fons 
and  daughters  of  Hygiiea  into  a  very  bril¬ 
liant  corps  of  the  fame  kind,  now  flourift- 
mg  in  Pans  with  the  dernier  eclat,  under 
the  aufpices  of  his  celebrated,  colleague 
V)ol\ox  TyEJlon‘,  a  fociety  of  which,  if  i 
miftake  not,  the  much  admired  Count 

t  Sc^  the  Dolor’s  little  bk,e  book,  which  is  par- 
sitularlj'  addrelTed,  and  given  to  the  hdies'. 

aii-d 


I 
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and  Countefs  CagUopo  were  the  original 
founders ;  and,  till  their  late  unfortunate 
rctircincnt.) '  tliGf  Icciding  directors  snd  pE* 
trons.  As  thefe  focieties  encreafe^  and 
improve,  there  is’  little  doubt  but  they 
’will  be ’deemed  worthy  of  princely  en- 
couragementi  add  formed  into  one  grand 
and  truly  refpe£table  bi^dy :  nor  do  I  de- 
fpalr,  but  that  the  tranfactlons  of  a  Royal- 
Animo-magnetlc  Society^  will  proven  in 
due  timey  as  ufeful,  if  not  altogether  as 
entertaining,  as  the  periodical  publieatiohs 
of  other  learned  and  dignified  bodies. — ^ 

The 

*  Although  the  iTicxIcrti  revivor^  of  this  abftrufc  fcicncc 
have  thought  proper  to  chriilen  it  by  the  name  oi  Animal 
Magrjtim,  I  have  not  bear  able  to  learn  that  die  efficacy 
of  their  iccret  has  been  tried  on  any  part  of  the  creation, 
except  die  animal  bipcs  et  implume,  for  which  I  leave 
the  profeCors  themielvcs  fo  aeeount.-^I  cannot,?  how  -* 
ever,  help  fufpc^ling,  that  die  variety  of  cheins  fcavants, 
learned  canary-birds,  wife  horfes,  aiid  pigs  of  know¬ 
ledge,  not  to  mention  tho  feiedl  and  moft  admired  part 
of  the  company  at  Sadkr^s  /??///}  muH  have  been  tutored 


(  is  ) 

The  progrefs  and  difFulion  of  this  myfte- 
rious  fcience  will  llkewife  ihoft  inevitably 
afford  a  new  and  additional  fund  of  mat¬ 
ter  for  the  paragraph  writers  In  our  nu¬ 
merous  daily,  and  weekly,  Iheets  of  infor*^ 
matidn.  Now^  my  worthy  old  friend,  as 
anticipation  of  every  kind  Is  fo  much  the 
fafhion,  I  truft  you  will  indulge  me,  in 
looking  forward  a  few  years  towards  the 
contents  of  future  news-papers,  in  which 
I  cannot  but  conceive  fomething  like  the 
following  articles  of  InteUIgence  muft  in 
courfe  make  their  appearance*  2 

by  adepts  in  this  art ;  as  it  is  very  remarkable  how  at¬ 
tentive  all  thefe  different  enlightened  brute  animals  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  to  the  motions  of  their  preceptors’  fingers. — » 
If  this  is  actually  the  cafe,  I  fee  no  reafon  why  we  may 
hot  flatter  ourfelves  with  the  profpe£t  of  being  able  to 
keep  our  fpavined  horfes,  and  mangy  hounds,  from  the 
cruel  operations  of  mercilefs  farriers,  and  commit  them, 
as  out-door  patients  at  leaft,  to  the  care  of  the  fubaltern 
Satellites  of  the  animo-magnetic  academies. 


E 


We 
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We  have  it  in  our  power  to  affur^ 
our  readers,  that  the  violent  feuds,  and 
animofities,  which  have  long  fubfifted 
between  the  different  magnetic  and 
Hygiiean  clubs  are  in  a  fair  way  of 'being 
fpeedily  adjufled ;  and  that  a  fele(£tion  of* 
the  moft  experienced  members  of  tliofe 
different  bodies  is  to  be  cemented  Into  one 
grand  animo-magnetic  fociety,  without 
dIfHn£lIon  of  country,*  age;  fex^  or  com¬ 
plexion  ;  the  only  difficulty  feems  to  be 
in  the  difpofal  of  the  chair  of  this  eminent 
and  fcientific  meeting,  for  which  honor 
there  are  many  candidates  ;  It  is  fuppofed, 
however,  the  eledllon  will  fall  either  on 
the  all-accomplllhed  Colonel  Van-Smoucb 
of  the  Guards,  the  elegant  Signora  Plozzi, 
the  much  talked  of  Count  CagUoJtro^  or 
Schtek  Manfour^  the  new  Mahometan 
prophet^’’ 


From 
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“  From  Kenfmgtoti  Gardens  we  hear, 
that  Lady  Bridget  Butfihufik  was  lafl;  Satur¬ 
day  morning  mod;  dlfagreeabiy  iutenupted 
in  a  magnetical  conference  with  Major 
McNeedie,  by  the  fudden  and  unexpefted 
intrufion  of  the  two  Mils  Fidgets,  jnft  as 
the  Major  was  expefting  the  happy  refult 
-of  his  efforts  to  reduce  the  fair  patient  to 
the  fo  much  boafted  crifis.” 

“  Our  accounts  from  ’Tottenharh  Court 
Chapel  all  agree,  that  the  new  doffrine 
•  of  animal  magnetifm  begins  involuntary 
to  mix  itfclf  with  the  effufions  of  the' 
mod  gifted  of  the  tabernacle  apofties ; 
:i„d  that  a  certain  very  popular  holder- 
forth  was  oblerved,  in  a  late  pathetic  dif- 
courfe,  to  hint  more  than  obliquely- at  the 
magnetical  influence  of  grace.  ’  ■ 


E  2 


Froni 
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‘‘  From  the  Quakers  meeting  in  Lom^ 
bart-Street,  alfo,  we  are  told  of  the  like 
general  tendency  of  the  faftionable  doc, 
trine,  which  is  obferved  to  intrude  itfelf 
into  the  pious  rhapfodies  of  the  moft  illu¬ 
minated  fpeakers  ;  and  that  the  celebrated 
female  omtor,  filler  Ruth,  was  convifted 
of  dropping  fomething  about  the  magne- 
tical  operation  of  the  fpirit ;  fome  folks, 
indeed,  go  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  this  truly 
enlightened  filler  has  adually  propofed 
herfelf  for  one  of  the  prefent  female  va¬ 
cancies  in  the  Royal-animo-magnetic  So- 

piety,  fo  recently,  apd  fo  harmpniouflv 
ellablilhed.’?  ' 

$ 

* 

pur  lall  intelligence  from  Newman, 
Rreet  is,  that  Colonel  Dreadnought,  hav, 
pig  very  good-naturedly  undertaken  the 
cure  of  the  celebrated  Sally  Sulphur,  who 
has  long  been  labouring  under  a  compli- 

cation 
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cation  of  diforders,  fuffered  fq  confiderr 
ably  from  the  deleterious  efFefis  of  the 
animo-magnetic  re-adlion^  that  he  has  un¬ 
fortunately  been  confined  to  his  room  for 
fome  weeks ;  and  it  is  even  a  doubt 
among  the  members  of  the  HygljEan 
.corps,  whether  this  brave  and  humane 
pfEcer  will  evpr  be  rightly  his  own  man 
again.” 

/  ■ 

Frorn  a  certain  county,  not  a  thou- 
fand  miles  weft  of  London,  we  learn,  that 
as  Mifs  Patty  Pouter ^  a  young  lady  of  the 
fnoft  remarkable  fenfibility,  was  taking  a 
folitary  walk  in  her  papa’s  woods,  with 
Roufleau’s  Eloife  in  her  hand,  fhe  was 
accidentally  furprized  by  Lord  Lurewell^ 
a  young  nobleman  remarkable  for  his 
fclentific  refearches  into  the  depths  of 
animal  magnetifm;  what  may  have  pafl'ed 
at  this  interview  is  onlv  matter  of  con- 

jedture, 
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je£i:urc,  as  the  young  lady  was  found  by 
her  aunt  Wrinkle,  reelunng  on  a  mofly' 
bank,  in  a  kind  of  half  fleepy,  but  ap¬ 
parently  pleafing  idiocy,  from  which  it 
was  feme  time  before  {he  could  be  per- 
feflly  recovered,  and  even  then  {he  > was 
able  to  recolledi  little  more  than  the  mere 
meeting  with  the  engaging  Peer.” 

‘‘  The  laft  male  vacancy  in  the  Aulmo- 

Magnetlc  Society,  we  hear^  was  filled  by 

that  very  manly  hero  Major  Mother  ill, 

not  long  fince  dlftlngniihed  by  the  name 

of  \ht  Brighton  Ttaylor ;  This  gentleman 

was,  it  feems,  propofed  by  the  Duchefs 

Dowager  of  Dandillon,  and  carried  his  * 

eleftion  by  a  mofldecided  majority.  The 

conteil  on  this  occafion  lay  between  the 

Major  and  the  illuftrious  opera  finger, 

\ 

S\gnox  Cogliontilli ;  but  it  feerns,  that  this 
unfortunate  prince  of  quavers  was  not  fa¬ 
voured  with  a  fingle  female  voice.” 

•  \  CP 


/ 
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A  Weft-country  paper  acquaints  iis^ 
til  at  as  the  Rev’^erend  I>r.  Dumpling  was 
preaching  his  afternoon  fermon  before  the’ 
Mayor  and  Corporation  of  B — he  was 
perceived  to  fubfide  by  degrees  into  a 
ftate  of  apparent  lethargy,  and  adually 
at  length  funk  down  faft  afleep  in  the 
bottom  of  his  pulpit.  The  Aldermen  in 
general  Imputed  this  unlucky  mlfchance 
to  the  narcotic  eftefts  of  half  a  dozen 
fofe-roe’d  mackarel,  which  the  good 
Dofeor  had  haftily  tucked  under  his  girdle 
at  dinner,  without  having  time  to  dilute 
them  with  his  ufual  quantity  of  port. 
Some  more  acute  obfervers  were,  how¬ 
ever,  inclined  to  think,  that  the  Doflor’s 
whimfical  fituation  arofe  entirely  from 
the  mifehievous  manoeuvres  of  the 
ip  rightly  widow,  Mrs.  Wijhfort^  who 
was  feated  directly  in  front  of  the  pulpit ; 
as  that  lady  is  well  known  to  be  a  warm 

candidate 
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candidate  for  animo-magiietic  orders,  and 
was  feen  during  the  prayers  to  employ 
•her  taper  fingers  in  a  manner  not  very 
orthodox.  It  is  even  vyhifpered,  that 
this  was  by  no  means  the  firfl:  time  fhe 
had  fuccefsfully  carried  on  her  magneti- 
cal  attacks  to  the  dlfcomfiture  of  the  poor 
Dodlor^s  philofophy.” 

We  are  juft  made  acquainted,  that 

Prince  LohcoHvltz^  a  moft  elegant  and 

accomplifhed  young  nobleman  from  Po-^ 

/ 

land,  is  lately  arrived  at  the  Royal  Hotel, 
In  St.  James’s  Street,  wnth  a  view  to  put 
himfelf  under  a  regular  courfe  of  animal 
magnetifm.  In  hopes  of  relief  for  fome 
very  alarming  and  intereftlng  lymptoms 
of  relaxation,  previous  to  his  efpoufals  ' 
with  a  beautiful  young  Princefs  of  the 
noble  and  ancient  Houfe  of  Libidmow/kyi^ 


A  corre^ 
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A  Correfpondent  obferves  to  that 
among  other  remarkable  fingularities  at¬ 
tending  the  members  of  that  very  ufeful 
and  dlftingulflied  body  the  Ammo-Mag-^ 
netic  Society^  and  the  inferior  Hygiaean 
meetings  dependant  thereon,  it  is  univer- 
fally  allowed,  that  their  lueubrations,  of 
whatever  kind  they  may  be,  feem  in¬ 
variably  to  tend  towards  producing  op- 
pofite  effedts  on  the  eonftitutions  of  the 
different  fexes,  by  vifibly  improving  the 
corpulence  of  the  female  virtuoli,  at  the 
fame  time  that  the  male  ftudents  are,  by 
their  indefatigable  exertions,  moft  of 
them  reduced  to  mere  Ikeletons.” 

I  have  thuSj  my  very  worthy  old 
friend,  endeavoured  to  contribute  towards 
your  information  and  entertainment,  by 
anfwering  the  different  queries  1  lately 
received  from  you,  in  the  belf  manner  I 

F 


am 
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am  able.  I  ought,  perhaps,  in  a  former 
part  of  this  letter  to  have  acquainted  you, 
that  the  Doftor  has  already  fome  very 
relpe£table  fubfcribers  to  both  his  claffes 
of  pupils,  fome  of  whom,  among  the 
viale  ftudents,  are  kind  and  condefcend- 
ing  enough  to  appear,  not  only  as  en-* 
couragers  of  the  Profcffor’s  laudable  un¬ 
dertaking,  but  even  to  aft  publicly  as 
affiftants  at  his  weekly  exhibitions.— 
Equally  ready  on  any  future  occafion  to 
devote  the  little  leifure  I  poffefs  to  oblige 


I  am,  &Cc 


Mav 
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- ,  May  fth,  jyi6, 

Yo  U  have,  I  aflure  you, 
rny  dear  Sir,  very  materially  gratified  the 
curiofity  o£  a  .retired  old  friend,  by  your 
obliging  account  of  the  adtual  ftate  of  the 
new  revived  fcience  of  amma/  magnetijm. 
Yet,  as  an  old  man,  who  is  perhaps  a 
little  foured  by  the  long  experience  he 
has  had  of  the  weakneffes  and  follies  of 
mankind,  you  muft  allow  me  the  libq^ty 
of  faying,  I  cannot  but  be  of  opinion, 
that  you  have  handled  too  lightly,  and 
too  much  in  the  modern  ftile  of  levity, 
a  fubjea  which,  though  it  is  certainly  , 
a  fair  butt  for  the  lhafts  of  ridicule, 
yet  at  the  fame  time  appears  to  me  big 
with  fatal  mifchief  to  the  morals  of  my 

F  3  fair 
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fair  countrywomen  You  will  therefore 
excule  me,  if  I  am  rather  more  lerious 
on  the  occafion  than  you  have  thought 
it  neceflary  to  be,  or  than  the  cbjed;  ap¬ 
peared  to  you  to  merit.— You  have  often 
heard  me  fay  I  was  perlonally  acquainted 
with  Mary  Tofts,  the  famous  rabbit 
breeder  of  Godaiming  ;  and  that  I  knew 
the  renowned  Elizabeth  Canning,  and 
had  attended  many  of  her  examinations. 
You  know  that  I  palTed  feveral  nights  in 
attending  the  knockings  and  fcratchings 
of  the  Cock-lane  ghoft ;  and  we  have 
together  devoted  a  few  occafional  hours 
to  the  extraordinary  ledlures  of  the  now 
forgotten  Celeftial  Dodor.  Yet  to  you, 
my  friend,  I  will  not  hefitate  to  declare, 
that  I  confider  the  prefent  endeavours  to 
introduce  fuch  an  abfurd  dodtrine  as  that 
of  animal  magnetijm,  as  the  moll  impu¬ 
dent  and  barefaced  attempt  ever  con- 

ceiyed 


/  • 
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ceive'd  by  the  imagination  of  artful  and 
frontlefs  knavery,  to  impofe  upon  the 
eafy  credulity  of  mankind,  or  rather  of 
'Womankind,  as  the  weaker  but  moft  lovely 
part  of  the  creation,  feem  to  be  the 
particular  game  for  which  thefe  aiiimo- 
magnetical  fnares  are  obvioufly  preparing. 

I  fruft,  however,  that  the  great  fliare  of 
native  delicacy,  and  good  fenfe,  for  which 
Englilhwomen  tire  fo  juftly  celebrated, 
will  prove  a  fufficient  guard  againft  the 
piinciples  of  a  dodline,  which  might 
otherwife  prove  fo  fatal  to  their  virtue 
<ind  peace  of  niind,— Should  not  every 
woman  fhudder  at  the  moft:  diftant  idea^ 
that  It  is  in  the  power  of  a  man,  by  any 
means  whatever,  to  redu.ce  her  imper¬ 
ceptibly,  and  contrary  to  her  inclination, 

to  fuch  a  flate  as  renders  her  totallv  in- 

•/ 

fenfible  of  what  fhe  Is  doing,  and  per¬ 
fectly  indifferent  about  her  aCtions ;  to  a 

fftuatioa 


(  38  ) 

fituatlon  Indeed,  wherein  fhe  Is  under  the 
unavoidable  neceffity  of  fubmitting  Im¬ 
plicitly  to  whatever  he  may  require  of 
her !  With  what  propriety  then  can  any 

woman  of  refined  fentiments  entertain  a 

« 

moment’s  thought  of  becoming  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  Society  eftabllfhed  on  the  fup- 
pofed  exiftence  of  fuch  a  deftru£tlve 
power  ;  or  countenance,  even  by  occa- 
fional  attendance,  meetings  where  fuch 
tenets  are  publicly  inculcated  by  precept, 
and  attempted  to  be  enforced  by  ridi¬ 
culous,  chlldllh,  and  dlfgufting  experl- 
ments.  -I  may,  perhaps,  be  deemed  too 
anxioufly  ferlous  on  this  occafion  ;  yet  I 
cannot  help  wlflilng,  that  the  fallacy, 
abfurdky,  and  dangerous  tendency,  of 
this  new-fangled  prevailing  madnefs  may 
fall  under  the  critical  Inveftigatlon  and 
cxpofure  of  as  acute  and  Indefatigable 
a  friend  to  mianklnd  as'  the  public  fpi? 

rited 


(  39  ) 

fited  deteftor  of  the  once  followed  Ptf- 
cuyker^  of  Red-Lion^ Square.  If  there  are, 
as  you  inform  me,  any  gentlemen^  either 
of  real  rank,  or  tolerabk  exterior,  who 
openly  elpoufe  the  caufe  of  animal- mag-- 
1  cannot  avoid  hinting,  that  their 

ii 

conduct  in  this  particular  muft,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  judicious  part  even  of  the 
fajhlonahle  world,  moft  affuredly  call  in 
queftion  either  their  common  fenfe,  or 
common  honefty.  With  my  moft  ardent 
wilhes  for  the  dete£lion,of  impofture  of 
every  kind. 

I  am,  &c. 


F  I  N  I  S. 


EAST-INDIA  AFFAIRS- 

New  Publications  punted, for  J.  Debrett^ 
oppofite  Burlington-Houfe,  Piccadilly. 

Articles  of  charge  of  high  crimes 

and  MISDEMEANORS,  againft  WARREN 
HASTINGS,  Efq.  late  Governor  General  of  Bengal ; 
prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Comrrions  in  1786,  by  the 
Right  Hun.  Edmund  Bitrke.  Second  Edition.  ’ 
Minutes  of  what  was  offered  by  WarrEk 
Hastings,  Efq.  late  Governor  Ge’neraf^  of  Bengal,  at 
*ihc  Bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  upon  the  matter  of 
Charge  of  High  Crimes  and  Mifdemeanors,  prefentad 
againlt  him  in  ,1786.  Second  Edition. 

Minutes  of  the  Evidence  taken  before  a  Committee 
of  the  \\  hole  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  Articles  of 
Charge  of  High  Crimes  and  Mifdemeanors,  prefented  to 
the  Houfe  agamft  Warren  Hastings,  Efq.  late  Go¬ 
vernor  Genersd  of  Bengal. — C  'ntaining  the  Evidence  of 
Sir  Robert  Bar]<er,  Colonel  Champion,  Mdjor  M^rfack, 
Captain  Jacques,  Majors  Balfour,  Gardner,  and  Gilp'n, 
Mr.  Middleton,  and  Captain  Williams;  ^wiiH  the  feveral 
Papers  which  were  read. 

The  above  interefting  Publications  being  all 
uniformly  printed  in  8vo.  may  be  had,  complete,  in  one 
Volume,c,  price  15s.  half  bound  and  lettered, 

Mr.  Hastings’s  Narrative  of  the  Insurrection 
at  Benares;  with  an  Appendix  of  Authentic  Papers 
and  Affidavits,  elegantly  printed  in  Quarto. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Warren  PIastings,  Efq. 
to  the  Court  of  Directors,  relative  to  their  Ccnfure  on 
his  Condu^l  at  Benares  ;  and  alfo  the  Answer  of  the 
Court  of  Directors  thereto;  prefented  to  tL"^  Houfe  of 
Commons,  upon  the  2d  day  of  March,.  1786. 

'  ifo  which  Is  a(fded,' 

Mr.  Hastings’s  Letter  to  William  Devaynes,. 
Efq.  Chairman  (  f  the  India  Company,  from  Cheltenham, 
July  II,  1785;  on  the  fubj  61  of  Adoney  privately  re- 
cei\ed.  Price  is.  6d.  ♦ 
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